
Access to health care in Africa
- changing the paradigm for access and quality -

ARV Access for Africa (AA4A), a subsidiary of IDA 

Solutions in the Netherlands is proud to announce a 

symposium/ aimed at examining and solving some of 

the current challenges to the reliable supply, quality of 

care and effective use of HIV/AIDS and related medicines 

and diagnostics, and capacity development. The main 

challenges include quality assurance of medicines, the 

supply chain itself, including selection, procurement, 

pricing, licensing, medicines for children, the actual care 

which patients receive and the lack of human and other 

resource capacity. 

Objectives
The symposium will explore these challenges at a high 

level, contribute to the debate about them, challenge 

conventional wisdom about how best to deal with them and 

explore new directions in solving them. It will function as 

a forum for the dissemination of information about these 

challenges. It will provide a unique opportunity to take 

forward and achieve progress in their resolution. 

Four themes:
Day 1: (Theme 1) - The efficiency and integrity of the supply 

chain itself, including prices and procurement

Day 2: (Theme 2) - The quality of medicines and 

	 other supplies

           (Theme 3) - The quality of patient care

Day 3: (Theme 4) - Sustainability and capacity building

 A key international speaker will introduce a theme, followed 

by a high level interactive panel and participant discussion. 

The discussion will be focused on specific questions which 

will be circulated in advance and others which arise in situ. 

For each session, the main points from the debate will be 

summarized and any recommendations formulated.

Target audience
In addition to the participation of major role-players as 

discussed above, the target audience for the symposium 

is at country level, including directors and managers who 

report to national, provincial and state government political 

structures, as well as other high level representatives of 

organisations involved in these activities. 

April 16-18, 2008 
Cape Town, 
South Africa

 A n n o u n c e m e n t



PROVISIONAL PROGRAMME OF THE SYMPOSIUM

Wednesday
Day and date	 Event

  09:00			  Welcome and introduction of guests

  09:30			  Keynote speech: Overview of challenges to health care in Africa: Where are we now?

	

			   Discussion

		

  10:30			  Refreshments
	

  11:00			  Theme 1: Challenges for procurement and the supply chain:                    

                 		  Why is Africa always out of stock? 

  11:30			  Debate on key points:                                    
			   •	 Is access to ARV treatment a human right?

			   •	 What ARV’s are we using?

			   •	 Can we get them? 

			   •	 Is licensing a policy matter or blackmail?

			   •	 Why is quantification so difficult?

			   •	 Where can we obtain the best prices? What happens as prices continue to fall?

			   •	 Which suppliers give us the best deal? 

			   •	 What are the reasons for supply chain delays?

			   •	 How can we ensure the integrity of the supply chain?

			   •	 Parallel supply systems or one integrated system in countries?

  12:30			  Lunch
  14:00			  Debate continues
  15:15			  Summing-up

  15:30			  Conclusion of session

			   Refreshments

  16:30			  Group Dinner 
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09:00			   Theme 2: Are the medicines we provide in Africa Third World or First World? 

09:30			   Debate on key points:
			   •	 How do we ensure the quality of our medicines?

			   •	 Are counterfeit and substandard medicines overwhelming the market?

10:30			   Refreshments

11:00			   Debate continues

			   •	 Is the prequalification programme doing its job?

			   •	 How (and why) do organizations vary their medicine quality standards?

			   Theme 3:  Is the care we provide in Africa Third World or First World?

			   Debate on key points
			   •	 How do we ensure the quality of patient care?

			   •	 Are we managing HIV and AIDS as a chronic condition 

				    or providing an acute response?

			   •	 What about HIV and AIDS in the workplace and in rural areas?

12:30			   Lunch

14:00			   Debate continues
			   •	 How bad is adherence? How do we know?

			   •	 How can we promote proper adherence? 

			   •	 What can we do to improve support systems?

			   •	 Who cares for the children? Are they receiving the medicines they should be?

			   •	 Do National Strategic/Comprehensive Plans help?

15:15			   Summing-up

	

15:30			   Conclusion of session

	

			   Refreshments
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09:00			   Theme 4: Sustainability, the market and the human factor: Building 

                 		  capacity to meet the challenges

09:45			   Debate on key points
			   •	 How can we integrate supply systems in countries? 

				    What resources are needed to do so?

			   •	 Will the current approach to procurement sustain or destroy markets?

			   •	 How serious is the human capacity situation?

			   •	 Where is it going?

			   •	 How can we reverse the flow?

			   •	 What alternatives are there?

10:30			   Refreshments

11:00			   Debate continues
			   •	 Why is the focus on supplies and not on carers?

			   •	 Are we using the available funding support for human capacity development? 

				    If so, how? If not, how can we?

			   •	 What is the role of the private sector in providing HR/HC for health?

				  

12:30			   Lunch

14:00			   Debate continues
			   •	 Is role/task substitution really effective?

			   •	 Can the public sector manage communicable diseases in the long term?

			   •	 What happens after the HIV and AIDS epidemic?

			   •	 Are we using the opportunity to strengthen the ways in which we deal 

				    with chronic conditions?

			   •	 What is the role of health insurance in ensuring effective care?

15:00			   Bringing it all together

15:15			   Closure

15:30			   Refreshments
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REGISTRATION FORM

(Please note: Registrations will be on 1st payment submissions and not on registration submissions without payment)

PLEASE NOTE:
•	 The registration form serves as a tax invoice
•	 No pro forma invoices will be issued to delegates
•	 A tax invoice/receipt will be issued after payment has been received/identified
•	 One application per delegate is required

DELEGATES DETAILS

PROF/DR/MR/MRS/MS            

FIRST NAME:                                         			   SURNAME:

DESIGNATION: 

COMPANY NAME: 

COMPANY ADDRESS:

TEL:                               		      FAX:                            		      EMAIL:

OPERATIONAL LEVEL

     DECISION MAKING
     IMPLEMENTATION

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS

      NONE           KOSHER         HALAAL            OTHER    
     

REGISTRATION FEES

$1400 Registration ( January 2008 – 20 March 2008 ) 

Terms & Conditions:

Registration fee for delegates includes: 
•	 Welcome Dinner (Monday, 15 April 2008)
•	 Access to the symposium
•	 Conference bags
•	 Conference documentation
•	 Breakfast, Lunch, tea & coffee refreshments
•	 4 Nights accommodation. Details are as follows:
Type: Single rooms
Arrival: 15 April 2008
Departure: 19 April 2008
•	 Airport transfers

Registrations will be on 1st payment submissions and not on registration submissions without payment. If the registered 
delegate is unable to attend, substitute delegate is welcome where indicated in writing to the organizers before the event. 
Please note no refunds will be accommodated. All speakers and topics are confirmed at the time of going to press, but 
the committee reserves the right to make changes to the content and timing of the programme or any aspect of the event.  

Access to health care in Africa
- changing the paradigm for access and quality -

April 16-18, 2008,  Cape Town, South Africa



PAYMENT METHOD AND INSTRUCTIONS

     BANK TRANSFER                                CREDIT CARD

Only master and visa credit cards are accepted. A photocopy of the front and back of the credit card number, expiry date, 
the last three digits on the reverse side of the card as well as the cardholder’s identity document or passport must be 
faxed together with the registration form. An authorization letter should also accompany the registration form authorizing 
the Medical Research Council to deduct all the necessary payments. All information provided will be handled with the 
strictest confider. The organization will not be responsible for identifying funds if the delegates name and initials are not 
mentioned.

Bank transfer/electronic transfer
Bank/wire transfers and cheques must be made payable to:
South African Medical Research Council
ABSA Bank 
Bank Acc No 906 475 8975 
Branch Code: 632 005 

Please indicate the following references in order for the organizers to confirm your payment:
o	 Registration number; or
o	 Your surname and initials 
Please fax proof of payment, to Meagan Simpson +27 21 938 0238.

INDEMNITY CLAUSE:
Where matters beyond the reasonable control of MRC & AA4A or MRC Organisers being able to perform its obligations 
under this agreement the client releases MRC/AA4A from any liability or loss incidental or consequential to such matter. 
Where in the reasonable opinion of MRC/AA4A, the nominated space is deemed inappropriate for the event; the 
organizers may assign a different space for the event. Should circumstances beyond the control of MRC & AA4A occur 
which inhibit our ability to deliver a service guaranteed such as power failure, natural disaster, strikes or act of God, the 
said Guarantee & Contracts will be made null and void at the discretion of the event.

DATA PROTECTION:
         Yes
         No

MRC Organisers may contact you by mail, phone or e-mail about events which we believe may be of interest to you, or 
your company.

Authorization Details

Prof/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms

Designation

Tel:                                                             Email:

I  have read and agree to the terms and conditions as stipulated on the registration form.

Signature:                                                  Date:

CONTACT DETAILS

Mandy Salomo 
Event Management Office

Tel: (021) 938 0433
Fax: (021) 938 0238

Email: mandy.salomo@mrc.ac.za 

Meagan Simpson
Event Management Office

Tel: (021) 938 0898
Fax: (021)938 0238

Email: Meagan.simpson@mrc.ac.za


