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Statement on Financing

There is No Excuse!!

Very often there is a counter argument especially from government that there isn’t 
enough in the resource envelop to meet all the demands for better services, higher 
salaries for health workers and teachers, for road construction. 

Our response … 

... money will never be enough, our issue is prioritization. Should we for instance 
create an expensive district administration rather than extend social services…is it 
more logical to pay an RDC Ushs 1,800,000 while we pay our Doctors and Teachers 
Ushs 600,000 and 300,000 respectively? How can we have such a poor road and 
transport infrastructure and then turn around and say Uganda Roads Authority can-
not spend money allocated for constructing roads? We can get a lot of money for our 
health system, for our farmers, to fund tertiary and university education, to increase 
reproductive health financing and to rebuild all our public health and education infra-
structure from:

a)	 Getting rid of corruption where colossal amounts of money, probably in trillions 
are lost every year in different public and private sector deals as well as in collu-
sion in the aid system.

b)	 Getting our priorities right and complete shift from consumption expenditure in 
areas such as district creation, size of parliament and cabinet, a wasteful presi-
dency to more productive and citizen focused expenditure in infrastructure and 
health centre rehabilitation

c)	 Reduce foreign borrowing for consumption and ensure that for every 1 USD, 
we get at least 3 USD in return. This can only be done if we put hard borrowed 
money in productive sectors. Only this will save us from the present and future 
debt crisis.

d)	 New sources of revenue will come in the form of oil and gas revenues, as well as 
other natural resources, we must use these resources equitably and not waste it 
in expanding patronage

There is no Excuse, Uganda is not a Poor Country!
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_____________________
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Preface 

In the wake of a history of unfulfilled promises and dashed hopes, Ugandans have 
been looking for a New Idea to rally their efforts around in the quest for a better gov-
erned country. The Citizens Manifesto (CM) is a commendable step in that direction. 
It is a political statement by ordinary Uganda citizens who desire a united, peaceful 
and prosperous nation. The Citizens Manifesto is a dream of a nation where every 
Ugandan regardless of ethnic group, tribe, religion or political persuasion lives in 
peace with fellow Ugandans, respects thy neighbour and cares for their wellbeing.

The idea of a Citizens Manifesto may not new or unique to Uganda. However the 
reflection, approaches, scale, outreach and intentions of this CM are unprecedented 
in the country. Promoters of the CM invested considerable thought into the process 
and considered several options of how citizens can generate a political demand 
that would stand above partisan and elite constructs for which past similar initiatives 
have fallen trap. The approach deployed was empowering and put ordinary citizens 
at the centre of shaping the idea about the future. While not every village or house-
hold was reached, the issues contained in this report greatly resonate with millions 
of other Ugandans. The Citizens Manifesto touches on critical issues that demand 
the urgent attention of every leader, at every level and in particular those who seek 
electable office. The issues contained in the Citizens Manifesto are urgent; they do 
not require any more promises, but action by leaders and the next government. 

For a country blessed with the natural resources that Uganda has, the deplorable 
state of public services is unacceptable. Fundamentally, the Citizens Manifesto fo-
cuses on the critical subject of national integration, protection of national interests, 
the destructive vice that corruption has become to our country, among others. The 
Citizens Manifesto also engages with the more direct issues affecting the life of 
Ugandans ranging from poverty especially in the rural areas, the declining fortunes 
of agriculture where over 80% of our population ekes a living, the destruction of 
our environment, unemployment especially amongst the youth, the high population 
growth rate and the implications for development, among others. It then articulates 
demands falling under society, politics, economy and policy (including foreign poli-
cy). In this sense the Citizens Manifesto is the idea that Uganda can be different. It is 
the idea that Ugandans are being called to rally around. It is an agenda for the good 
of the country rather than a country good for a few.

Through the Citizens’ Manifesto, ordinary Ugandans are saying “we have a dream 
for a positive future for our country - we know what our socio-economic, political and 
other needs are, and we call upon our Leaders to listen to them”. Their voices are 
one song of hope demanding for far reaching social, economic and political reforms 
if Uganda’s democratic and socioeconomic gains are to be protected and consoli-
dated. 
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To all leaders aspiring for political office, you are called upon to show solidarity with 
the Citizens Manifesto, for the next Government, we expect that the ideas and sug-
gestions contained in this report and the final Citizens Manifesto become the anchors 
around which new momentum will be built to propel our beloved country forward. For 
Ugandans whose day to day concerns are not reflected in this report, you are called 
upon to show solidarity with the majority who are affected by concerns in this report, 
for all Ugandans, you are reminded about your responsibility to be guided by reason 
when choosing your next leaders. 

For God and My Country, 

______________________

BISHOP ZAC NIRINGIYE, 

APRM NATIONAL GOVERNING COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 


