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FIG 1 TRANSFORMING LOCAL GOVERNMENT INTO ENGINES OF DEVELOPMENT

Drivers Processes Outcomes

• Responsive  

Governance

• City Growth

• Services &

• Infrastructure 

Sets of Outcomes

• Dearth of reliable Data 

and Information

• Capacity

• Shared vision & 

Direction

Policy Challenges Institutional Challenges Finance Challenges

• Administrative 

Capacities and Ability

• Realigning the Central 

and Local
• Corruption

• Revenue generation and 

sharing 

• Integrity, transparency 

and Accountability

• Unemployment Reduction

• Poverty Reduction

• Inequality reduction 

Deliverables

• Decentralization

• Democratization
• Globalization

• Modernization

Transformation & Modernization

• Constitutional reforms 

• Participatory governance

• Public administration reforms

• Fiscal reforms
• Resource mobilization

• Capacity building

• Peace and security

Process

Challenges

• Policy Development
• Institutional 

Development
• Financing Systems



2

MDPESA, slide number 3

Dudley Seers 1969Dudley Seers 1969

� What has been happening to poverty?
� What has been happening to 

unemployment?
� What has been happening to inequality
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Well known forms of DecentralisationWell known forms of Decentralisation

� Devolution
� Deconcentration
� Delegation
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Decentralisation in the Context of 
Social Accountability

Decentralisation in the Context of 
Social Accountability

� What types of functions are decentralised
� What types of powers are decentralised
� To what level are the powers decentralised
� To which institutions are the powers 

decentralised
� What is the method of decentralisation
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Current Initiatives
� Africa Local Government Action Forum 

(ALGF)
� Africa-Latin America Mutual Action learning  

Initiaitive
� Regional Research on Participatory 

Budgeting and Revenue Generation
� Knowledge Management and Networking
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Durban Seminar on Participatory Budgeting 
March 10-14, 2008

Durban Seminar on Participatory Budgeting 
March 10-14, 2008
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UN-HABITAT ToolkitsUN-HABITAT Toolkits
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MDP-ESA Radio and Web based Course on 
Participatory Budgeting

MDP-ESA Radio and Web based Course on 
Participatory Budgeting
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MDP-ESA World Bank Publication on 
Demand for Good Governance

MDP-ESA World Bank Publication on 
Demand for Good Governance
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MDP-ESA – UNHABITAT Training 
Companion on PB

MDP-ESA – UNHABITAT Training 
Companion on PB

MDPESA, slide number 12

MDP-ESA Service Delivery ToolkitsMDP-ESA Service Delivery Toolkits
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MDP-ESA JournalMDP-ESA Journal
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MDP-ESA Local Government 
Perspective Newsletter

MDP-ESA Local Government 
Perspective Newsletter
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CIGU & ENDA Ecopop ToolsCIGU & ENDA Ecopop Tools
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MDP-ESA Response to Urban Food 
Crisis

MDP-ESA Response to Urban Food 
Crisis
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